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May 29 x 
Mason, F, van Wyck STARS ON THE SEA Lippincott 
* The best sellerdom of Three Harbors will provide a readymade market for 


this succeeding panel of the American Revolution, a long but exciting tale with ro- 
mance and adventure sustained at high pitch. The central characters are Tim Bennett, 

A Rhode Island Quaker, and his sister Desire, whose fortunes follow those of the war. 
Tim, a deserter in fact, though not in feeling, sees the family fortune ruined by 
British raids, loses his girl, becomes a clerk on the first American Naval expedition 

to the Bahamas and finally resumes trading, playing cat and mouse with the British but 
winding up with a valuable reward and the girl. Desire's story involves shoddier ac- 
tivities, and eventual death at the hand of the Indians. Uistorical detail is smoothly 
worked in, the war in Boston, short enlistments of the Continental troops, insubordination 
to authority, the dire effects of the British blockade, the rise of privateering and the 
birth of the American navy. A fullbodied story, which should hit the mark of the first. 


i $2.75 
June ‘ 
Thirkell, Angela BEFORE LUNCH at oe Knopf 
* The Brandons brought the Thirkell ingenuities to a wide circle of read- 


ers, and Before Lunch provides that deftness with trivia known to follewers of her 
earlier books. The tune is the same — English country, summer entanglements, males to 
be coddled or harassed, young and middleaged romance — happy or sad, but never tragic - 
and the entourage of neighbors, servants and animals - with the minor orchestrations of 
situations into which all of these are landed with high notes of irretevant conversa- 
tions by scatterbrained characters or single-minded souls. There is the usual quiet 
fun - perhaps not the usual sustained gaiety - when the Middletons are hosts to a wid- 
ow and her two stepchildren, and the storm in a teacup they bring in their wake. 

Not her very, very best — but a charming performance. $2.50 


IN A CLASS BY ITSELF 


May 10 wm, (\ 4A 


»~ / 
CHIN P'ING MEI Yh Putnam 
The Adventurous History of Hsi Men and His. Six Wives 
. A Chinese classic, outlawed as a forbidden book, but surviving 400 years 


and today, in its English translation, a fascinating thing to read. Hsi Men was an 
Oriental Casanova, and this record, not only of his six wives, but of his side excur- 
sions into amorous adventure, is not only hugely entertaining reading, but an amazingly 
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vital picture of Chinese life in the 13th century. A bawdy tale, yes -— and assuredly 
not for the open shelves of most public libraries, or for your conservative customers. 
But it is singularly undated in its lusty vigor, first and foremost a good story, well 
told. The Golden Lotus, one of the wives, and a wanton of the first order, vies for 
honors with herspouse. There is humor - romance ~ aaventure ~ and Hsi Men comes to a 
well-deserved end, so even the moral issue is recognized, tor those who demand it! 
Episodic in treatment, but with a thread of plot connecting the characters. The trans- 
lation by Bernard Miall and Dr. Franz Kugh is an excellent one; the scholarly introduc- 
tion by Arthur Waley gives the book an authentic place in world literature. 

2 volumes-$5.00 


AND FOUR TO SHOW 


Upton Sinclair's WORLD'S END (Viking) 1s a readable story of frenzied, pre-war: Europe: 
Carson McMullers HEART OF SILENCE (Houghton Mifflin) is a strange but moving first 
novel: Mary Renault has written an appealing love story with KIND ARE HER ANSWERS 
(Morrow): and the infallible Nero Wolfe returns 1n Rex Stout's WHERE THERE'S A WILL 
(Farrar & Rinehart). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


ont 


J 
= 


April 12 ~~ tt 
Downing J. Hyatt SIOUX CITY ‘ag Putnam 


In a Prayer For Tomorrow Downing told the story of the rise and fall of a 
mushroom town: in Hope Of Living he wrote an excellent Dakota prairie story; now in 
Sioux City he divides the interest between the growth of a town into a city and the 
development of an ambitious youth into a successful promoter. The town is symbolic 
of America, and the story of its emergence into a boom city, with all its symptoms 
of gangling youth, its nearness to the farm lands on which it feeds, and its eager- 
ness to ignore them, is extremely well done. The love story is less successful; both 
the girl and the boy are patterned. Though not an important novelist, Downing is do- 
ing good American regional fiction. $2.50 


April 22 
Shearing, Joseph AUNT BEARDIE Harrison-—Hilton 


Not as sensational a story as Shearing's BLANCHE FURY, but once again an 


old, and unusual crime, based on fact but set up in period decor. The scene alter- 


nates between France and England, the period that of the Prench Revolution and after. 
A daughter, deeply devoted to her mother, pretects her from the past in the form of 
a man she had once known, now blackmailing her. To do so she resorts to murder. 


Well sustained suspense, but a bit flossy. $2.50 
April 28 
Woodman, Jean GLORY SPENT Carrick & Evans 


Written from inside knowledge of the mechanics of the Mormon Church, its 
discipline, point of view, organizations, this is the story of three generations in 
relation to the church, which has now become an empty shell of superstition. The 
father who sacrificed his wife to his fanatical beliefs, the daughter who married 
within the Church but broke away from its tenets, and her daughter whom she tries to 
force out into the world rather than sacrifice her to a marriage caught in the shack- 
les of Mormon beliefs, these are the main strands of the story. The situations have 
plenty of interest and present real conflicts, but their development is slowed down 
by long discussions in the author's obvious endeavor to show up all the facets of the 
Church, Pretty tedious, when all is said and done. $2.50 
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April 2g : 
7 ae : 
Lewis, Herbert Clyde SPRING OFFENSIVE "4 i Viking \ 


This is a repeat on Lewis' trick book, Gentleman Overboard, when once again 
a man's Life in flashback, and thoughts before dying, are cleverly alternated. This 
book has somewhat more significance, as a denunciation of present day warfare and of 
America's economic setup which drove the central character, Winston, to join up. Like- 
able, energetic, Winston goes over with the B.E.F. after losing his job - and there- 
for his girl. Bored by the monotony of the winter on an all quiet front, he indulges 
a whimsy and goes out to No Man's Land to be caught by the flare up of the spring of- 
fensive. Shelled, than bayonnetted, he realizes he will die and reviews the senseless- 
ness of his life - and his death. Johnny Got H1s Gun type of thing, a stunt idea as 
impetus for propaganda, but the boy, and the issues at stake, are quite real. $2.00 


April ?? 
Scott, Creighton THE MUSCOVITES Scribner 


A first novel by Evelyn Scott's son which, despite its immaturity, shows 
a complete absorption of the Russian flavor. Many will resent this absorption, as 
with unrelieved vigor and maddening obstinacy he details all that is unpleasant of i 
sight, sound and smell. This is the story of Ivan, first a student, whose hatred of 4 
bloodshed determines him to avoid it at all costs. When the war breaks out in 1914 " 
he simulates diatetes and is exempted. He then has an affair with an older married 
woman, which comes a cropper, and he decides to escape from Russia. By the close he 
is headed for the unknown with his mistress - if you care. Perhaps a good picture of 
Moscow at that time, and of the attitudes of Ivan and his friends, but the insistence 


on physical nastinesses will turn even mental iron digestions. $2.50 
May 1 
Winter, William ONE BELL CALLS THE WATCH Caxton 


Not strictly a novel, this is a reportorial narrative of a voyage out of 
California to New Zealand with an assorted cargo of shipmates. The assembling of the 
crew, first days out, yarning, whipping the dog, enmities and friendships, bad food, 
Sprees in port, dangers, storms, etc. make up the substance of the bcok which is an 
account of seafaring life on board and ashore. Familiar material, but with a youthful 
enthusiasm in the highlighting of incidents - and no hesitation in spadecalling the 


grimmer side of life below decks. Limited sale. $2.50 
i. a 
P % 

Paul, Louis A PASSION FOR PRIVACY i J Knopf 


Lightheaded and lighthearted romantic farce, with a touch of Tarkington, 
for your spring fever lapses. This is all about the ultra-rich, ultra-social Redferns 
whose daughter disappoints them by developing social consciousness, the son by marry- 
ing the cook's daughter. Cerebrally languid, Monty is rousea into action when his 
marriage provokes the persecution of the press, and his retaliation is completely 
successful. Slight, but pleasantly daft. $2.00 
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May 13 






McCord, Joseph DREAMS TO MEND Macrae Smith 


Sediment of sentimentality not too heavy in this quiet, unimportant story 
of one of those charming weaklings, his unsuccessful marriage, his reliance on his 
childhood playmate, Audrey, and his best friend, Vic. Vic loves Audrey, Audrey loves 









the weakling, etc. but switches to Vic at the close. Middle of the road. $2.00 
way 17 . £. (e 
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Sinclair, Upton WORLD'S END y 9) Mane, hte Viking 


( 


a] 


A book which should appeal to the market of the Caldwell, The Eagles Gather - 
but which is a bit more penetrating and perceptive than that novel. Sinclair has gone 
back to his former metier; he has taken the world armament industry as a dummy to shoot 
at, and has made his central figure an American "merchant of death" who is cynical in 
his view of the world, and through whom you see the industry playing up to society, 
to governments, to adversaries, and employing a perverted sense of what is and what is 
not honorable. He is grooming his eldest son,born out of wedlock to a mistress of 
his youth in Europe, to inherit his mantle, and the psychological study of the lad, a 
sensitive artist at heart, is exceedingly well done. There is something of £uropa in 
the patterns the period precedes and overlaps the first world war. On the whole, the 
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4 book is essentially readable, though in retrospect somewhat artificial. \ $3.00 .-~ 
a “~ 
“) June 4 J th a 
% <..., i 
@ The Heaxt 33 Lemke, breton tm, Cx 
. McCullers, Carson HEART-OF -SThENCEY \\4 ‘Houghton Mifflin 
* Reported originally on page 73 of the February 15th issue as follows; "A 


strange and powerful book, standing quite apart from anything I can recall. The scene 
is a small Southern mill town; the central figure is a mute, a quiet, tolerant man to 
whom four people turn to express their individual hopes and beiiefs. His very silence 
endows him in their eyes with a godlike quality; his human fallibilities are shut with- 
in his silence. There is a Negro doctor, struggling for the elevation of his race; 
there is an agitator, trying to show the world the injustices of the capitalistic sys- 
tem; there is an appealing girl of twelve, whose gift for music is frustrated by pov- 
erty and ignorance. The close of the book is confessed defeat for all. Direct, un- 
compromising, a distinguished piece of writing whose very subject matter will make it 
almost impossibie to sell." $2.50 


















June 5 


Renault, Mary KIND ARE HER ANSWERS } Vs Morrow 


Ps 








I liked Promise of Love, her first novel, a rather introverted but fine-drawn 
psychological love story. This is just love story, less high-keyed, and more likely to 
catch on, Mary Renault writes with warmth and insight, her characters are never usual 
but even so very human. The characters are three: Kit, a doctor in a small English 
town, who finds his love for his wife, Janet, deadened by herapathy. Janet, narciss- 
tic, selfbound, turns to the oxford Group while Kit turns to Christy Heath, the niece 

of one of Kit's patients. Impulsive, out-going, somewhat gamin, Christy asks for little 
in return. Kit, realizing that he is blocking her from marriage, tries to get out but 
she comes back to him. Sympathetic and appealing, with gentle satire hereand there. 
$2.50 
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June 5 1 
Mosher, John C. CELIBATE AT TWILIGHT weet Random House ] 


Short sketches, compressed episodes, written with perception and a feeling 
for those leaving youth behind, pointing up the frailties and weaknesses of New York 
social gestures. Many recount the ephemera experienced by city-dwellers, particularly 
middle-distance bachelors. Cocktail parties, yearnings for a farm, children, visits, 
sickness, friends, a correspondent in a divorce, a man falling in love, a woman try- 
ing to fail out of love, these are just a few brief moments recaptured by the author 


with great finesse. Many have appeared in the New Yorker, $2.00 
June 7 
Greig, Maysie DANGEROUS CRUISE Doubleday, Doran 


A pretty innocent nurse, a scheming vixen, and two men, one weak, one strong, 
on a protracted (for the reader, too) cruise. Blackmail, bandits, a compromising sit- 
uation, an attempted suicide by the distracted heroine, make it all too devastating- 


ly complicated butMaysie straightens it out. Mtrabile dictu. $2.00 
June 12 
Loring, Emilie THERE IS ALWAYS LOVE Little Brown i, 


bc, q 
Two real estaters, with a pretty girl to heighten their business rivalry, 


fight it out with one of them entangling the romantic issue by indulging in jewel 
robberies on the side. Nice girl gets nice boy. Capable but routine renter. $2.00 


June 13 


POST STORIES OF 1939 Little Brown 


Typical post Story collection, if on the whole not on as high an entertain- 
ment level as previous anthologies have been. Accent on plot, on mechanics, on male 
appeal - all of them are story-stories primarily. The top authors include Paul Gallico, 
Booth Tarkington, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Alec Waugh, Philip Wylie, Guy Gilpatric, 
Lulu Vollmer. Slick but reliable. $2.50 


June ?? 


Dodge, Constance W. THE DARK STRANGER Penn 


Rapid, romantic period adventure in the Farnol tradition but minus the 

Zounds and Egads. The first part deals with Dugald MacLean's childhood in Scotland, 

when his father goes off to fight for Bonnie Prince Charlie, loses his lands and his 

petulant, treacherous wife. The second part occurs twenty years later in America, 

when Dugald, dark, ugly, but gallant fights in the Indian wars, rescues a little a q 
French girl of twelve who is adopted by the family. In the third part he realizes ‘ 
his love for his aaopted sister who is now a woman, leaves her thinking that she wishes 
to marry his handsome brother, and goes off for more adventure. When he comes back to 
the girl at the close he finds both peace and love. Lots of raring-to-go-material, ip 
and of its kind very readable. $2.50 i 
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And Tais Lonely Latecomer - Published 












Best, Herbert THE TWENTY-FIFTH HOUR Random House 








Wellsian future tippling, in this story of the depopulation and devastation 
of Europe by a series of smashing wars - the time 1950. All communication cut off, the 
few remaining humans reduced to living like beasts, Ann and her tubercular brother are 
safe on an island for the time being. The brother sets off in a boat to find a mate 
for Ann, meets up with an Englishman, Fitzharding, who is forced to kill the brother, 
and Ann and Fitzharding sail on to find a permanent stopping place, where they may 

have safety and security for the future. A well told adventure novel, with plausible 
pursuit of facts-as-they-might-be. ‘ $2.50 


































CORONER'S CORNER 
May 1 
; Grayson, Rupert GUNSTON COTTON IN MEXICO Dutton 
‘ Gun Cotton at low ebb, in an illiterate and improbable story of his adven- 


4 tures in Mexico, where he tracks down a fanatic descendant of the Toltecs whose under- 
ground movement is threatening the peace of the world. Two beautiful girls, deaths 


} and near-deaths, but Gun puts a quick end to it all. Offensive. $2.00 
j May 24 
F ® Boniface, Marjorie MURDER AS AN ORNAMENT Doubleday, Doran 


Time passer rather than real brainteaser in the story of an unmerry Christ- 
a mas at a Texas dude ranch. The murder of an unwanted, obnoxious wife leads to worry 
4 and more murder, with scrambled family matters, drug smuggling, and hatred at the bot- 


tom of it. Characters and dialogue a cut above the plot which is thin. $2.00 
June 7 
Bechdolt, Frederick R. BOLD RAIDERS OF THE WEST Doubleday, Doran 


High adventure woven into the not-so-well-known battle of Apache Canyon, 
between two ragged armies of the Civil War. The hero, under orders from Kit Carson, 
spies on the rebels in Santa Fe, brings back secret plans, and winds up in the big 
fight at the close which proves the Union victorious. Good. $2.00 


Bailey, Hilea GIVE THANKS TO DEATH (ul 2(o. Doubleday, Doran 


Father and daughter of What Night Will Bring, a 19389 slickie, again coop- 
erate to solve the mysterious goings on at an old Pelham mansion. A vicious dog, a 
mad-woman, a household of hatreds and fears bound together by an unbalanced will pro- 
vide a perfect setup for murderous mishaps. Bravura-breaking of the case by on-the- 


spot Hilea with pointers from her father. $2.00 
June 13 
Blochman, Lawrence G. WIVES TO BURN Harcourt Brace 





This includes Midnight Sailing, published last year. Wives To Burn, the 
new story, tells of an American investigator's manhunt, two deaths, against a back- 


ground of native riots and the termiting of the British empire. Smooth pulp stuff. 
$2.00 
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June 21 
Lomax, Bliss SECRET OF THE WASTELANDS Doubleday, Doran 


An archaceol@ical expedition in the Nevada desert runs into trouble with 
Chinese guarding a hidden Valley with a goldmine. The Chinese have decreed death for 
the interlopers and resort to kidnapings, threats and imprisonment for their captives.. 
There is romance too, and the whole is below par adventure stuff. $2.00 


Caldwell, Alfred Betts DEATH RATTLE Doubleday, Doran 


Not a corpse collector's item, these family doings at Chadd's Ford, Delaware, 
deal with the piling up of suspicion on an innocent woman, who has profited from three 
deaths. Amateur criminologist untangles and smooths out all questions. So-so.$2.00 


June #> G 
Stout, Rex WHERE THERE'S A WILL Farrar & Rinehart 
* Nero Wolfe, hamstrung by finances, takes on a will-smashing case which de- 


velops into a double murder, landing three sisters in a scandalspot. Wolfe beats 
down all reservations on the part of his clients and builds up an airtight case against 
one of the suspects to force an accusation of the real criminal. Velvet. $2.00 


NON-FICTION 


MUST BOOKS 
y, 
April 19 , —_ % 
P <— = i 
~ | i 
Henderson, Sir Nevile FAILURE OF A MISSION > Putnam 
* This much-heralded record of a British Ambassador to Berlin of the critical 


period from 1937-1939, lives up to all that is claimed for it, and will surely be head- 
lined in the literary press. Henderson had a unique opportunity to watch, study and 
appraise the activities and the philosophy of the German Reich, to study Hitler, 
Goehring, Ribbentrop and others in the saddle today. He was honestly and sincerely 
desirous of finding the best in the Nazi formula, and fulfilled his missior. as an am- 
bassador of fair play, so his ultimate conclusions have more weight. The forward march 
of Naziism is an old story now, but here is the inside picture of Munich, and the best 
defense for the English position that has been advanced. The plotting and scheming of 
Hitler and the war party are clearly revealed, and backed up by facts and documentary 
evidence. Henderson makes his story a simple one, dramatic in presentation, and as 
revealing as the operation of a skilled surgeon and psychiatrist, on the brains of a 


people. In spite of his disillusionment, he can still write: "I like and admire the 
German people's (May selection Book of the Month. Extensive promotion and advertising,- 
posters, brochure, radio releases, etc.) $3.00 


Possibilities and Probabilities 


Michael Strange's glamorous record of a soctal-artistic career in WHOTELLS ME TRUE 
(Scribner): Ettel Dobert’s capitulation to Fascism, and then his turnabout makes 
CONVERT TO FREEDOM (Putnam) illuminating reading. Ely Culbertson!s THE STRANGE LIVES 
OF ONE MAN (Winston) ts slated for big promotion and good sales. snd for escape read- 
ing, Osa Johnson's I MARRIED ADVENTURE (Lippincott) and Donald Sloan's THE SHADOW 
CATCHER (Doubleday Doran). 
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April ?? 
O'Malley, Pat THE LANCASHIRE LAD Howell Soskin 


Here in book form are the humorous ballads about Albert, the Lion, Herbert 
Pinwinkle, and others which have been so successful, first in record form, then on 
the Alex Templeton hour. Illustrated by George Price of the New Yorker. $1.50 


J “ 
Butler, Nicholas Murray ACROSS THE BUSY YEARS Se =) , Scribner 


In no other contemporary biography are you likely to find such an impressive 
inventory of names, diplomatic, political, literary as in that of Nicholas Murray 
Butler. But as one critic remarked of the first volume, whatever Butler derived 
from these giant brains and personalities he keeps assiduously to himself. The 
second volume tallies closely with the first, in its strict impersonality, formality, 
meticulous listings of whom he saw where. The main part of the book deals with 
Butler's role as unofficial ambassador of good will, working for international under- 
standing and peace. Correspondence, interviews, statements, reports, all the offi- 
cial side of his activities are included. The rest of the book deals with odds and 
ends: various other governmental problems in which he was interested, his acquain- 
tance with Robert Lincoln, and one chapter is happily devoted to the bon mots of 
famous writers and conversationalists he has known. Gauge your market by the demand 





for the first. We find Butler both ponderous and dry. } $3.75 

Strange, Michael ’ WHO TELLS ME TRUE tans \ Scribner 
nd 7 

* Very good reading, this autobiography of a woman who was born to be a social 


butterfly and who is best known today as poet, playwright, actress, and former wife 
of John Barrymore. The story falls quite naturally into three parts: a girlhood, 
tempestuous, erratic, glamorous, against a background of Newport, New York and Vienna. 
"Michael Strange" was Blanche Oelrichs, her circle was that of the Goelets, the 
Vanderbilts, the Havemeyers. The second part of her story is her second marriage, to 
John Barrymore, fascinating and temperamental and violently jealous. And the last 
part deals with her own career, the development of her poetic gifts, and the emer- 
gence of her independent career of stage and lecture platform. Probably the Barry- 
more episode will be the best sales slant. I liked the first part best but the = 


whole is very entertaining. ~~  %8.50 
va we. . 
April 15 
Horrabin, J. F. AN ATLAS HISTORY OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR < Knopf 
* Horrabin has a genius for crystallizing facts, and presenting them in map 


form so that the salient elements emerge. His Atlas Of Current Affairs is a miracle 
of brevity. And his new volume, similar in style and format, should be an important 
tool for everyone concerned in the new world pattern. He covers, through maps, dia- 
grams, charts and brief text a wide range of subjects, dealing, for example, with 
Germany's problems of encirclement, of minorities, with Poland's reconstruction 

after the World War, the racial complexities, and the recent partition; with the new 
states, with the Baltic, the Balkans, Turkey, India, South Africa; with operations 

on the western froni, the blockade of Germany, the new German boundaries, and Russia's 
march to the Baltic. Finally the problems of imports, exports and world trade and 

of shipping are succintly presented. $1.50 
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April 13 
Rothenstein, William SINCE FIFTY Macmillan 


The memoirs of a painter, nostalgic and appreciative, with an old world 
quality of restraint and breeding. His book deals mainly with his friends who were 
many and distinguished, poets and painters and writers. Of the four score and more 
Rothenstein knew, one meets most frequently Housman, Beerbohm, T. E. Lawrence, Tagore, 
Gosse, Yeats and Ramsay MacDonald, though <ipling, Hardy, Sargent, Moore, A. E. and 
Shaw appear from time to time. The book lacks the pungency of Lavery's book, Life 
Of a Painter,but it is warm and informal and there's nice personal material on many 
artists of the day just gone by, their aesthetic credo, comments on painting, on lit- 
erature, as well as those of the author. Illustrated with fine reproductions of 
Rothenstein's drawings and paintings. $5.00 


April 19 


Bingham, Alfred M. THF UNITED STATES OF EUROPE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


The failure of the League of Nations, and of all efforts toward interna- 
tional peace, has led many outstanding people to conjecture about the feasibility of 
a united states of Europe. Bingham, following in the footsteps of Streit, of Wells, 
tries to show how material interests may be harmonized in "a pattern that will cut 
across both class lines and national lines". He outlines both the structure and ma- 
chinery for this federation, discussing what national rights and human rights should 
be maintained, how boundaries, armaments, money, trade, should be regulated to achieve 
this end. Bingham is the editor of Common Sense and his book is a lucid, if somewhat 


theoretical, programme for future world harmony. $2.50 
-kpril 24 oy 3 
Forman, Harrison HORIZON HUNTER McBride 


Selling airplanes and covering photographic newsbeats are the starting 
point for these adventures in China, Japan, Tibet, Warsaw, etc., before and during 
the Sino-Japanese war, adventures which make interesting, breezy reading. War Lords, 
Chinese Reds, Lamas and celebrations, bandits, Moslem China, the bombardment of 
Shanghai, the siege of Warsaw, and an interlude in Hollywood as expert adviser to Lost 
Horizon, cover a few of his activities, as he highlights the excitement of personal 
adventures, of actual combat, and unique interviews. Good man's book for armchair 
thrill-seeking, with color and sustained dramatic telling. Illustrated. $3.00 Ye 


Gingrich, Arnold-Ed. THE BEDSIDE ESQUIRE (Nar, z . McBride 


Elegant entertainment, this collection of articles, short stories, and what 
not by some of the leading writers and humorists of the day. George Jean Nathan, 
Gallico, Hemingway, Lawrence, Steinbeck, Mann, Dreiser, MeFee, Caldwell, Sheean, 
Thorne Smith, Lardner, Pegler, Maurois, are just a few of the contributors. A good 


weekend gift, family book for pickup reading. $3.00 
April 25 
Alioshin, Dmitri ASIAN ODYSSEY Henry Holt 


The author, a White Russian, completely out of step with communistic ideo- 
logies, is forced into flight during the Revolution and by guile, wiles, hairtrigger 
escapes, etc., at last reaches China. Here is the grim game of wandering with prison 
or death as the stakes, joining up with other Whites, making war on the Reds, living 
with or fleeing from bandits and nomads, back and forth through Siberia and until he 
at last crosses the Gobi into safety. A good picture of little known territories ; 
and their peoples, during a time of omnipresent mutual distrust, and crammed with | 
dangerous experiences. $3.00 
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April 23 
Maugham, W. Somerset FRANCE AT WAR Doubleday, Doran 


An expanded essay of the author's six week stay in Alsace Lorraine and 
Paris, a personal record of France at war from the inside. Life behind the lines, 
what the women are doing in the factories and in the field, life on the Maginot line, 
in the navy, these are the things he saw. Throughout Maugham emphasizes the dogged 
determination of the French to win this war and achieve security. Slight but inter- 
esting as a first hand account of what is now going on in France. : $1.00 


Noel, Joseph FCOTLOOSE IN ARCADIA Carrick & Evans 


Subtitled A Personal Record of Jack London, George Sterling, and Ambrose 
Bierce, this is an account of three personalities and the circles that knew them best. 
The author, a California newspaperman and playwright, gives sidelights on these much 
discussed literary figures from personal knowledge. The book shows an interesting 
interplay of ideas, beliefs, tastes, with London the disturbing factor that kept dis- 
cords humming. Conversations, episodes, battles of wit - and anger- emphasize Bierce's 
dislike of London, his patronage of Sterling, while London led Sterling along paths of 
unconventional morality. Biographical material handled with gloves off, with special 


interest for the West Coast because of the author and‘his subjects. $3.00 
A j 3 2a re 
Hamlin, Talbot ARCHITECTURE THROUGH THE AGES Putnam 


The building instinct as it is evidenced in domestic, religious, commer- 
cial and public architecture, from the primitive to the present, the world over. A 
comprehensive, intelligent, careful, readable study of architecture's ideals and styles 
in its reflection of the people's problems, experiences and development. The contribu- 
tions of the various eras, the discoveries and inventions that changed building, the 
people who have left their mark examples of points under discussion, the mastery of 


materials and elements -— a solid, interesting piece of work. Illustrated. $8.00 L— 
April 30 
Ewen, David PIONEERS IN MUSIC Crowell 


This book on the forgotten composers who blazed the trails for the masters 
should have a real place in the record of musical history. .Ewen writes: "Before 
Johann Sebastian Bach there were Carissimi and Buxtehude. Monteverdi and Gluck pre- 
ceded Wagner; and Haydn and Mozart developed out of Stamitz, the early Viennese school 
and Philipp Emanuel Bach. In much the same manner, Frederic Chopin was evolved out of 
John Field." He takes opera, oratorio, ballet, musical comedy, modern instrumental 
music, choral music, symphonic music, etc. and he traces the origin in the work of 
these virtually forgotten men. a book for musical students but interesting enough in 
the handling to appeal to those with little technical background. $2.75 
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May 3 
Hornung, Julius L. RADIO AS A CAREER Funk & Wagnalls 


An excellent addition to the Kitson Career Series, straight factual in- 
formation for vocational reference shelves. An important factor, and one not given 
much space in other books in the field, is the information about correspondence schools 
and home study, with a good deal of emphasis on the value of amateur preparation and 
how to make the most of it. The book deals more with the technical and non-technical 
sides of radio itself, rather thanthe broadcasting studios. There is, as usual, an 
appendix of schools at the end. A good job. $1.50 


Pruette, Lorine WORKING WITH WORDS Funk & Wagnalls 


Also in the Kitson Career Series is this manual on words and where they will 
get you. With well chosen and up to date illustrations, she shows what role they play 
in communication, in various types of work, and gives something of the etymology of 
our language. In the second part she shows what vocations deal especially with words, 
journalism, advertising and publicity, editorial work, selling, screen and radio, and 
creative writing. $1.50 


May 8 
Gill, Richard C. WHITE WATER AND BLACK MAGIC Henry Holt 


Running a duderanch in the Andean mountains, the author learned the amazing 
cures that natives can work, investigated the making of poisons and medicines, and heard 
when spastic paralysis almost finished hin, that curare alone could help him if 
it were available, he returned to South American jungles to study the drug. He also 
studied other remedies and herbs, and brought them back so they could be analyzed and 
applied. His love for the jUngles, the Indians, his personal experiences with then, 
are all told with a warmth and sympathy that takes this out of the adventure for ad- 
venture's sake class and gives it a special appeal. $3.00 


Hallgren, Mauritz ALL ABOUT STAMPS Knopf 


This is a more substantial and less ephemeral book on the subject of stamps 
than most of those on the market. It is in no sense a substitute for stamp catalogues, 
nor a manual for stamp collectors. Rather, it is a background book for people already 
interested in the subject, and wanting to know more of the historical aspects of stamps, 
and less about the actual ABC of philately. There is an excellent bibliography for 


those who would like to know where to go for the other type of information. $3.00 
May 7 omy 
&, | ¥ 
Brooks, Robert R. R. AS STEEL GOES SY + Yale 


The author of When Labor Organizes and Unions Of Their Qwn Choosing, who has 
already shown his sympathy for unionism in basic industries gives here the history of 
the conflict in the steel industry and how finally the C.1I.0. won its dramatic struggle, 
with "Big Steel", but lost out, and the reasons for that failure, in its efforts to 
organize the smaller companies. Brooks writes vividly of the leaders and followers on 
each side of the fence, indicating the strengths and weaknesses of each side impar- 
tially. A recent press statement by the President of the U. S. Steel Corporation bears 
out the fact that harmonious employer-employee relationships have been reached and that 
the struggle portrayed here has not been in vain. $3.00 
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Walpole, Hugh ROMAN FOUNTAIN PNY No Doubleday, Doran 
vy, nt 
The funeral of Pope Pius XI took Hugh Walpole to Rome as official com- 

mentator for an American newspaper. And the record of that visit is here given, with 
various ramifications. But the greater part of the book is made up of random memories 
of previous trips to Rome, of the incidents and the personalities that made an impres- 
sion, of the thoughts to which they gave rise. Autobiographical, philosophical, and 
dependably good craftsmanship. $2.50 


May_ 12 fae 7 


Buell, Raymond Leslie ISOLATED AMERICA Knopf 


As Director of Research and President of the Foreign Policy Association, 
Buell has an inside picture of world forces at work and shows here America's stand in 
relation to Europe and the Orient. He analyzes our position in the event that the 
Allies should win, that Germany should win, or that Germany should ally with Japan. 
He feels that the fate of America, political and economic isolationists to the con- 
trary, is too closely involved with that of Europe for us to ignore our participation 
in international events. And despite the failure of the League, he hopes for a new 
form of world federation for which he outlines a theoretical programme. A stimulating 
analysis, based on wide research and sound thinking. $3.00 


Herzog, Asa & Ezickson, A.J. CAMERA, TAKE THE STAND Prentice Hall 


Moderately interesting police, file, true crime material demonstrating 
the unreliability of human testimony and the need for the camera, as well as other 
technical devices, in modern detection. The camera is really just a starter as the 
authors take up fingerprints, ballistics, handwriting, lie detectors, laboratory 


tests, etc.,to show the role of science inthe manhunt profession. $3.00 
May 15 
Baarslag, Karl ISLANDS OF ADVENTURE Farrar & Rinehart 


This book about islands, familiar and, for the most part, unfamiliar, is 
history, archaeology, exploration, legend, and personal experiences all in one. 
Baarslag has visited all of them personally,’ but his accounts of them are varied, some- 
times confined to the natives, the scenery - at other times dealing with old stories 
connected with the island. Easter Island, the dark island of the Pacific, Cocos, a 
mythical treasure island, Fort Jefferson~ where Dr. Mudd was imprisoned, Tahiti in 
the South Seas, the Bahamas, Galapagos and the strange story of the mad Baroness who 
settled there, Juan Fernandez of Robinson Crusoe fame, Pitcairn,these are but a few of 


the islands which connote both mystery and adventure. $3.00 
May 20 v 
‘ 
Ameringer, Oscar IF YOU DON'T WEAKEN Henry Holt 


The editor of the American Guardian of Oklahoma tells his life story with 
much gusto, good humor and observant criticism. A German immigrant, he made his way 
in America by playing in bands, painting farmers' portraits and living on his wits, 
and after a return trip to Burope, where he holidayed and studied, came to the United 
States to find his life work -that of labor betterment. From the bottom he saw the 
worst phases of American life - the poor white farmers, the downtrodden mine workers, 
the infant unions, the appalling ignorance in a land of plenty - and he fought - and 
still fights -~ ‘for social uplift. The early part is delightful reading of a bright 
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young German's ability to get along,no matter what, the latter, his speechmaking, writ- 
ing and fighting for the underdog, is interesting pioneer material in the labor field. 


An appealing job. $2.95 py" 


May ?? 
Benjamin, Robert Spiers . THE VACATION GUIDE Whittlesey House 


With traveling in America becoming imperative, this is a suggestion-maker 
for those who like to plan their own vacations, taking into account what you would 
most like to do and what is available in that direction. The book covers the U. S., 
Bermuda, Mexico, Alaska, Gaspe, and possibilities for families, couples, single women 
and single men are outlined, whether by auto, boat, air, canoe, horse, or shanks mare. 
Dude ranches, sports, fishing, hunting, youth hostels, hiking, cruises, cultural va- 
cations, eating, gardens, ghost towns, etc. with climates and places to stay and 
prices. It's all there, and there's no excuse to say there's nowhere to go for nothing 





seems to be missing. A good stock item for stores and libraries. $2.50 
May 17 

Johnson, Osa I MARRIED ADVENTURE Lippincott 

* The story of the Martin Johnsons, and an interesting account of years of 


adjustment, where one of the couple had an incurable urge to wander and the other to 
Stay at home, of how a wife learned to share her husband's enthusiasms and to make her 
contribution to exploration, science and animal photography, It is good reading, good 
adventure, plenty of human interest and plenty of amusing anecdotes about various 
safaris. In view of their extensive public through the moving pictures they have made, 
and with the link of a new picture, which will appear just before the release of the 
book, this should prove easy selling and easy renting. June Book Of The Month Club 


Selection. (Reported originally on page 28 of the January 15th Bulletin. ) $3.50 
June-he 
Sloan, Donald THE SHADOW CATCHER s)2¥ Doubleday, Doran 


Native life in the Manu'a Islands by one who was called the Shadow Catcher 
because of his photographing...Living in the various communities and islands, entering 
into all phases of the native life, which is the most untouched of the South Seas, 
the author had a whopping good time and became a thoroughly accepted part of all the iss 
celebrations and ceremonies, of birth, marriage, death, etc. He hunted sharks, kill- x 


ing them with lasso and knife, he became a regent for a young chief, he practiced magic, f: 
he helped to catch a murderer, and altogether gives an enthusiastic picture of his 
earthly paradise. Escape plus. Illustrated. S825 
Newnes 2 , aS e 

—Fome—2? (Clu Aso ° i 

Burman, Ben Lucien BIG RIVER TO CROSS. John Day : 
: 

* I loved it, and it seems to me it has much the same sort of chance for suc- 


cess that Carmer's Stars Fall On Alabama had. It strikes a different note from the 
books in the Rivers series; it is less the historical background and the country 
through which the river flows, and more the boats that ply their trade up and down the 
river and the people who make their living on the river. It seems scarcely necessary 
to say that the "big river" is the Mississippi. Packet boats, steamboats, show boats, 
shanty boats, barges, all have their place; and woven in and through the story of how 
they fight droughts and floods, and how they make the pattern of the river, is the 
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record of the captains, the crews, - specifically and individually and humanly; of 
roustabouts and river pirates and the flotsam and jetsam that give c'olor and life to 
the whole. Grand reading and good Americana, although the surface picture is Miss- 
issippi life today. Illustrated. $3.00 


Published - Or About To Be 
The Barnes Dollar Sports Library Barnes 


Reichart & Keasey - ARCHERY 

A new edition brought up to date, and developing the technique and method which has 
brought Keasey his record of championships. Equipment, group teaching, competition, 
etc. Illustrated with photographs and diagrams. 


Boniface, J. J. RIDING 

Basic, fundamental training of horse and rider; an analysis of the various methods in 
vogue, with his own cavalry training stressing preference for the posting seat. He 
discusses various gaits and how to handle them; jumping, rough riding, open range, 
etc. He goes into the matter of saddles and bridles, and touches briefly on polo. 
The book ends with a question and answer section, which tells the beginner a great 
deal about the care of the horse. Illustrated. 


Mason, Bernard S. ROPING 

There is little available in this field, so perhaps this book is needed. It is a one 
man sport, which limits the appeal of a book on the subject. Ropes, roping, spinning, 
trick knots, exhibition work - the technique and fundamentals of each. Illustrated. 


Congdon, Herbert Wheaton OLD VERMONT HOUSES Stephen Daye 


Another book which will prove fascinating to anyone interested in old 
houses, in interior treatment of panelling and woodwork, in doorways and fences and 
so forth. This book is written by an architect, and bears the earmarks. It is per- 
haps too definitely an architect's book for the neophyte, but any amateur can learn 
a great deal about Vermont history and the development of colonial architecture by 
studying the text and examining the delightful photographs. $3.00 







Gould, John NEW ENGLAND TOWN MEETING Stephen Daye 
Safeguard of Democracy 


The system of government developed in colonial New England survives ina 
typically New England institution, the Town Meeting. This is not a book designed to 
show other parts of the country how to follow in New England's footsteps, but to give 
a picture of what happens, and why it is so deeply rooted in New England tradition. 
The most interesting part of the book is the illustrative side, - photographs of suc- 
cessive facets of the day itself, the people who take part and their share in the pro- 
ceedings. An interesting record - but limited in sales appeal. $1.00 





Snively, R.D& M.F.THE OLD DEERFIELD SERIES OF HANDICRAFT MANUALS Stephen Daye 


The Deerfield Industries are reviving and developing the crafts of form- 
er days. These two small books demonstrate what is being done, and pass on the proc- 
ess and the instruction through the medium of excellent factual photographs and clear, 
concise text. Pottery and Metal Work are the first manuals published. Ea.$1.25 
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Published 
Colby, Merle ALASKA: A Profile With Pictures Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


This is a grand piece of merchandise, - one of the most beautiful picture 
books of the year, a liberal education in the beauty, the industries and the quality 
of Alaska, at a time when Alaska is increasingly coming into the limelight. Through 
photographs and running captions, the scenery, geography, the cities and towns, the 
people and their occupations, the wild life and the natural resources, are all pre- 
sented, Should have double appeal - photographic and informational. $1. 00 





Guerard, Albert PREFACE TO WORLD LITERATURE ~< > Henry Holt 


A critic and teacher, Professor Guerard give a comparative survey of world 
literature, emphasizing the importance of viewing literature as a whole, and not sub- 
dividing it into arbitrary categories. In this analysis he unifies "the best which has 
been thoughtand said in the world", tracing in broad outline tendencies, movements, 
analyzing the soical, intellectual, and aesthetic standards on which great literature 
is judged. An impressive piece of work, but presented with the student, rather than 


the general reader, in view. For schools and libraries and study groups, primarily. 
$3.50 ¢ 


Spitz, Armand N. THE PINPOINT PLANETARIUM = Henry Holt 


A how to do book for those beginning the study of the stars which presents 
a simplification of star charts to be used looking North or South throughout the year. 
Explanations for the stargazer of constellations, planets, stars, the sun and the moon, 
and instructions on how to make a pinpoint planetarium. This also includes a calendar 


of special astronomical events through 1945, and a list of suggestions for more ad- 
t 


vanced reading. Good abe stuff for those who want to learn by themselves. $2.00 
Barber, Edith M. EDITH BARBER‘'S COOK BOOK Putnam 
* This is a honey. The editor of the New York Sun food column, and a woman - 


well known in the field of home economics, has tapped the reservoir of her experience 
and the wealth of data regarding people's food problems and produced a cook book that 
the beginner will find illuminating and instructive and the expert will find stimulat- 
ing. But its main sales appeal lies in the fact that Miss Barber descends to the level 
of the person who wants to know what the basic terms and processes involve, how to mea- 
sure, how to gauge heat, what is the difference between one method and another. She 
proves that it is easy to plan and cook good meals, and she gives menus, instructions, 
and recipes to support her thesis. Practical aspects of marketing, basic food values, 


costs, table service, seasonal menus, emergency guests - these are a few of the sub-— 
$2.50 








jects. 


Stebbins, Lucy Poate & ENCHANTED WANDERER Putnan - 
Richard Poate 


Based on a greater volume of authentic material, this is a dramatic in- 
dividual interpretation of Carl Maria von Weber, the musician of romanticism. Dis- 
carding earlier theories of his parentage, childhood, his youth is presented in its 
unvarnished struggles, his slow rise to fame, his fight against disease, his amorous 
troubles, and happy marriage, his difficult temperament, and his eventual career of 
composition, while supporting his wife and children. An artist's life in the 18th - 
i9th centuries, in the musical centers of Europe, this makes interesting musical read- 
ing of controversial appeal. Appendices and bibliography. Illustrated. $3.00 
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7 Dobert, Eitel W. CONVERT TO FREEDOM yf t Putnam 


* Utterly absorbing reading, and thoroughly deserving the advance enthusi- 
asm. For the first time I have felt that the inner working of the Nazi ideology on 

: a defeated people had been a stimulant and a drug, ruthlessly effective and inevitable. 
a This is the story of a man who was a child in the Royal Cadet School at the time of 

the first World War, reared in the traditions of Kaiser worship and militarism. Pov- 
erty, hunger, unemployment after the war resulted in the Nazi germ taking root. Then 
a period of study in Switzerland and France opened his eyes, and he returned to preach 
the new doctrine. The triumph of Hitler forced him to flee from Germany. A thrilling 


and enlightening account. Don't miss it. $3.00 
April 3 
----- THE FRENCH YELLOW BOOK Reynal & Hitchcock 


A volume containing the diplomatic documents of 1938-1939, dealing with 
events and negotiations preceding the opening of hostilities between Germany on the 
one hand and Poland, Great Britain and France on the other. The focus is on German- 
French relations, though some Italian material is included. Collaboration - efforts to 
avert war — discussion of pending negotiations for peace ~ and finally war itself, these 
are the phases covered. There are 370 documents included, and in addition a summary of 


telephonic communications. Important reference work. $2.50 
@ April 8 
Wadleton, Tommy MY MOTHER IS A VIOLENT WOMAN Coward McCann 


13 year old Thomas Dorrington Wadleton, whose father is a U. S. Cavalry 
Major and whose mother writes, has red hair, is Irish and explosive, tells of his life 
on army posts, in school, traveling, and generally living with two.distinct personal- 
ities. Schools, horseback riding, his mother's soapbox activities, her intolerance of 
stupidity, her insistence that Tommy, who does not like to fight, beat every opponent, 
her ideas here and there on drinking, spending money, etc. make up this young and en- 
tertaining account. This lacks the sophistication of the Abbes, for instance, but is 
poised and pleasantly amusing. Iilustrated by George T. Hartmann. $1.25 


Culbertson, Ely THE STRANGE LIVES OF ONE MAN Winston 


A complete and relentlessly honest self-portrait of a neurotic, nomadic, 
unstable celebrity. Born in Russia, the son of an American and a vivid Cossack girl, 
he soon revealed his manysided personality - becoming a revolutionary, then a sophis- 
ticated decadent, finally going to America where he took up cards professionally. Mar- 
riage to Jo, and then the biggest gamble of his career, the promotion and establish- 
ment of himself and the Culbertson system. Overwritten, overlong, but a meteoric car- 
eer story, with a good chance for sales. $3.00 








April 9 







Harrison, 





Sidney MUSIC FOR THE MULTITUDE Macmillan 








A technical, historical, and economic approach to music from earliest times 
to the present, relating the development of music to the times and dealing with every 
type of music, dancing, rhythm, song, instrumentation, etc. The correlation and in- 
terrelation of various chronological aspects makes this a definite contribution to 
histories of music. Limited. $2.75 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
Doubleday, Doran 
Dawson, Grace S.- THE BUTTERFLY SHAWL (J) from 5/10 to 5/24 149 
Lamb, Harold— THE MARCH OF THE BARBARIANS- Price from $4.00 to $3.75 88 
Harcourt Brace 
Stewart, Donald 0.- Ed.~ FIGHTING WORDS- postponed indefinitely. 134 
Knopf 
Brock, Emma- AT MIDSUMMER TIME (J)- from 5/6 to 4/29. Price from $1.75 to 
$1.50 122 
Lippincott 
The Browns- FISH AND SEA COOK BOCK- from 3/27 to 4/24. Price from $1.75 
to $2.00 . 84 
Knight, M.F.~- MR. TITTLEWIT'S HOLIDAY (J)- from 5/15 to 5/29 172 
Macmillan 
Patch & Fenton- PRAIRIE NEIGHBORS Price from $1.75 to $1.50 97 
Penn 
Doner, M.F.- CHALICE- Price from $2.75 to $2.50 129 
Random House 
Gassner, J.- MASTERS OF THE DRAMA- from 4/17 to 4/25 133 
Muggeridge, M.- THE SUN NEVER SETS—- from 4/11 to 4/23 85 


Simon & Schuster 
Boucher, A.- THE CASE CF THE BAKER STREET IRREGULARS- from 4/15 to 5/8 131 


de Savittch, E.- Title from IN THE ABSENCE OF CAVIAR to IN SEARCH OF COM- 


PLICATIONS- Date still May indefinite. 80 
Hacker, Louis M.- THE TRIUMPH OF AMERICAN CAPITALISM- from 4/25 to 5/? $33 
Kasner & Newman- MATHEMATICS AND THE IMAGINATION- from 4/15 to 5/? 133 
Levison, J.J.—- HOME BOOK OF TREES AND SHRUBS- from 4/5 to 4/18 or 4/17 117 
Viking 
Roberts, Elizabeth M.— SONG IN THE MEADOW- postponed to 4/23 88 
THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - APRIL 15TH TO MAY 18ST 
April 15-— Bellaman, Henry- KING'S ROW (Simon & Schuster) 71 
April 18- Altrocchi, Julia C.- WOLVES AGAINST THE MOON (Macmillan ) 100 
: Flexner, Helen T.- A QUAKER CHILDHOOD (Yale) 87 
Zara, Louis— THIS LAND IS OURS (Houghton Mifflin) 75 
April 17- Morton, Anthony- BLUE MASK STRIKES AGAIN (Lippincott ) 105 
April 19- Dearden, Harold- THE WIND OF CIRCUMSTANCE (Reynal & Hitchcock) 137 
Faulkner, Virginia- MY HEY-DAY (Duell, Sloan & Fearce) 128 
Henderson, Sir Nevile- PAILURE OF A MISSION (Putnam) . 157 
April 22- Adams, J.T.- EMPIRE ON THE SEVEN SEAS (Scribner) 108 
Feuchtwanger, L.-— PARIS GAZETTE (Viking ) 70 
April 23- Fetta, Emma Lou- MURDER ON THE FACE OF IT (Doubleday, Doran) Yat 105 
Heppenstall, Rayner-— THE BLAZE OF NOON (Alliance) 73 
Herbert, A.P.- GENERAL CARGO (Doubleday, Doran) 88 
White, Stewart Edward- WILD GEESE CALLING- (Doubleday, Doran) Liter- 
ary Guild Selection for May 71 
April 29- Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan- WHEN THE WHIPPOORWILL (Scribner) 125 
Shriber, Ione S.— HEAD OVER HEELS IN MURDER (Farrar & Rinehart ) 79 
April 30- Daniels, Jonathan- A SOUTHERNER DISCOVERS NEW ENGLAND (Macmillan) 137 
April ??- Strange, Michael--WHO TELLS ME TRUE (Scribner) 158 


Webster, Barbara- SHADOWS ON THE VALLEY (Scribner) 128 
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BULLETIN FROM 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 
a ee en NE AR RAINS OL BER OR BR 


Vol. VIII April 1, 1940 No. 7 


SUPPLEMENT ON FOREIGN BOOKS 


In cooperation with the dealer, B. Westermann Company, Inc., 20 West 48th Street, New 
York, these titles in French, German Italian and Russian have been selected for in- 
dividual or group reading. The prices are necessarily tentative. Further information 
about these and other titles can be obtained from Westermann's. This list is suggested 
simply as a nucleus, and the information given about the individual titles is intended 
as a guide for selling. Flus sales might be secured through calling this service to 
the attention of your customers who are interested in foreign books. 


FRENCH BOOKS 
Duhamel, Georges LE COMBAT CONTRE LES OMBRES Mercure De France 


"War. Against the Shadows." 


* This is the last addition to thePasquier Chronicles, and will be included 
in the trilogy that Henry Holt is publishing here later this spring. This is Laurent 
Pasquier's book, Laurent the liberal-intellectual of the family who until now had led 
an ivory-tower existence in his biology laboratory. When the head of the scientific 
institute, a politician, gives a job to a simple-minded, ineffectual and somewhat re- 
pulsive man as a favor to some of his political associates, and refuses to remove him 
from the laboratory where he is impeding Laurent's work, Laurent writes a protest for 
one of the liberal papers which launches the issue of politics versus free science, 
Laurent is broken by the machine at the close, losing his professional standing and 
his position. One of the most dramatic volumes in this series, with the tempered re- 
alism, the sharp understanding of French middle class life which places Duhamel in the 
vanguard of French contemporary writers. About $1.05 


“A 
Heriat, Philippe LES ENFANTS GATES Gallimard 
"Spotled Children" 


ad This year's Prix Goncourt, and the only distinctive prize novel of the lot, 
a damning picture of today's moneyed bourgeoisie and one girl's thwarted rebellion 
against her family and her class. The Boussardels, whose sole interests are "finance 
and fertility, all with the object of the aggrandisement of the family” typify all that 
is stale and self-seeking in modern middle class life. Agnes Boussardel first escapes 
by going to America where she stays for two years, has an affair which peters out, and 
then returns to France. Pregnant, she sees her way out through marriage to a penni- 
less cousin, a marriage encouraged by the family since it disposes at the same time of 
the only two to defy the Boussardel tradition. Some time after their marriage, before 
the birth of the child, the Boussardels reveal the young groom's physical disability 
which had been withheld from him and which leads to his suicide. Agnes' revolt carries 
through, however, in the child of alien blood who will escape the family stranglehold, 


A brutal, discerning book, uneven in spots, but a telling picture of a certain way of 
life. - 137 - About $1.80 
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Lafforest, Roger de LES FIGURANTS DE LA MORT Grasset 
"The. Supernumerartes. of Death" 


Prix Interallie, and a prize in name only, a strange combination of adven- 
ture, fantasy, and incredibility. The story, told in the first person by a former sea 
captain, is that of an expedition to South America headed by a mad Argentine with 
dreams of grandeur - and of capturing the country. Hiring an old ship and a crew of 
down-at-the-heel bums on the pretext that he is going down there to make a film, the 
Argentine and his mistress, a trollop, set off. After a series of unfortunate epi- 
sodes, repeated rape, and mutiny, they land to be shot down like flies, with the cap- 
tain one of the few to make an ignoble escape. An unpleasant book, quite as lunatic 
as the megalomaniac head of the illfated expedition. About $1.10 


bd 
Malaquais, Jean LES JAVANAIS Editions Dentel 
"The Javanese" 


In line with Zola's Germinal, this picture of life in a mine in Southern 
Mediterranean France, crude, naturalistic, but lacking in power and drama. There is 
no centralized theme: the book is an attempt to portray the squalid life in a small 
mine, the Jle de Java, where have-nots of all nationalities are exploited for the ben- 
efit of a few. The relationships of the men, the solidarity brought about through pov- 
erty, ill-rewarded hard labor, is the focal interest as the novel is a protest against 
all the “concentration camps of the world". A convincing record of asubstratum of so- 
ciety, but unfortunately it reflects the dull level of mentality and emotions of the 
miners, and is rarely holding as a novel. Prix Renaudot. About $1.50 


Simenon LE BOURGMESTRE DE FURNES Gallimard 
"The Burgomaster of Furnes" 


Not a mystery as one might expect from France's "Edgar Wallace", but a semi- 
pathological study of a man. The Burgomaster, Baas, had worked his way into the lead- 
ing position in the small Flemish town of Furnes by shrewd, calloused manipulations. 
Married to a cowering, malingering woman, their only child totally insane, he had known 
little happiness - and given even less. A hard, repellant, and much feared figure - he 
changes when he assumes the protection of the daughter of his oldest enemy, who is driver 
out of the house when she becomes pregnant. Through the girl, light-headed and frivo- 
lous, he first learns of a human way of life, and realizes the sterility of power and 
money. Slow-moving, but finedrawn picture of maladjustment and failure. About $ .90 


Vialar, Paul LA ROSE DE LA MER Editions Dentdel 
"Rose Of the Sea” 


This is the Prix Femina, and again a’ disappointment, this story of the last 
voyage of a battered tub, the Rose de la Mer. Owned by a boy and his uncle, the uncle 
plans to sail the boat, which no longer brings in anything, with a faked cargo and sink 
it, to collect a sizeable amount of insurance. The nephew, who has always hated his 
uncle, agrees halfheartedly to the plan. When a woman stowaway aboard gives birth to 
a child, and then dies, the boy realizes his obligation to the child and determines 
to murder his uncle to thwart his homicidal scheme. He does so, and forfeits his own 
life for that of the child - and the crew he has saved. Hard on the surface, but with 
undercurrents of sentiment and nobility. ‘ About $1.50 
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GERMAN BOOKS 


Guggenheim, W.J. ERZIEHUNG ZUM MENSCHEN Verl. Oprecht- 
"Education to Humanity” Zurich 


Today's struggle between humanity and hatred, freedom and force, reflected 
in this story of a boy's school in Switzerland. The school is neutral in its stand, 
and tolerates all races and nationalities equally. The drama develops as one of the 
boys, a German, falls.under the influence of a Nazi leader during a summer vacation 
and returns to the school to persecute his two roommates, ore Jewish, one half-—Jewish. 
Finally the issue is brought to a head when the German boy writes a letter to his 
Nazi idol, which will ruin his father, and the Jewish boy suppresses the letter. At 
the close the German realizes the false values of his new-found ideology, and turns 
against Fascism. Well handled, and sympathetically so. The muddled principles, spu- 


rious patriotism of the German boy are presented with understanding and insight. 
About $2.50 


Jagow, K.-—-Ed. JUGENDBEKENTNISSE DES ALTEN KAISERS Verl. Koehler & 
"Youthful Memoirs of the Old Katser” Ame lang—Leipzig 


A volume of letters, etc., of King William I to Princess Louise of Prussia, 
dating from 1817 to 1829. The material included is well chosen, both personal and po- 
litical, giving a nice record of the Kaiser when he was still Prince of Prussia, of 
his entourage, and of the times. They further throw light on many half known facts. 
Not of wide general interest, but the many beautiful reproductions of portraits and 
old prints add value to the book. About $3.00 


Rendl, G. EIN FPROHLICHES MENSCH Verl. Karl Alber 
"A Happy Man" 


Political fiction, but a readable, normal, if somewhat stolid story of a 
farmer and his two sons. The scene is laid in the hill country of Southern Germany. 
The farmer and the elder son are overanxious, overpessimistic, but the younger son, 
active and enthusiastic, inspires in both a happier outlook by the close of the book, 


illustrating the values of hard work and faith. About $2.00 
Sementowski-Kurilo, N. ALEXANDER I Scientia A. J.- 
Zurich 


A biography of Alexander the First of Russia written by a Russian in semi- 
fictionalized manner, though the book is based on extensive research and the author 
keeps his facts well in hand. The emphasis is on Alexander's political beliefs, on 
his firm conviction that "light comes from the East" and that Russia had more to gain 
from the Orient than through westernization. The author shows how Alexander was one 
of the first great Russian monarchs and gives his life historical as well as personal 
significance. Fully illustrated. About $3.00 


DIE ZERSAGTE FRAU Ver. Scherl — Berlin 


Wilsmann, A.C. 
"Tortured Woman” 


A thorough and rather fascinating study of magic, and all occult ramifica- 
The history of magic is traced from its earliest manifestations in Egypt to 


tions. 
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the present, day, mind reading, hypnotism, card tricks, spiritism, etc. Famous charla- 
tans such as Cagliostro are shown up: other seemingly genuine aspects of the world 


of magic are sustained. Illustrated with photographs of old documents, portraits, etc. + | 
About $3.00 


ITALIAN BOOKS 
Bellonci, M. LUCREZIA BORGIA A. Mondadori - Milan 


* Lucrezia Borgia may be to many a twice told tale, vut this animated and 
forcetul biography should add considerably to the modern reader's understanding of a 
dramatic life and a dramatic period. The emphasis is on the latter, as both everyday 
customs, political intrigues and historical events are blended to give a rich picture 
of the times. But the background does not obscure the personality of Lucrezia Borgia 
who, is presented in such a way as to give her contemporary significance. Hers is a 
human and dynamic portrait. About $4.00 


Jachia-Ascoli, B. PAOLO & MARINA Fr. Treves,-—-Ed. 
"Paul and Marina” Milan 
(J) A quaint and amusing fairy-tale for children, the story of two little run- 


aways, Paul and his sister, Marina. Having learned in school that the North and South 
Poles are equally cold, that the sky is infinite, and now able to count to a thousand, 
they decide that they are well equipped to see the world. Their adventures with talk- 
ing animals, a shepherd and his dog, etc. are naive and whimsical. And that "there's 


no place like home" turns out to be the slight moral to the tale. Nicely illustrated 
About $1.50 





with color. 


Montanelli, I. JIORNG DI FESTA Mondadori - Milan ( 
"Feast Day" 


Within the span of ten hours, the lives of several are brought to climax on 

a feast day celebrating the installment of electricity in a small Italian town. The 
center of the stage is held by a grand little old lady, the essence of an old world 
fast disappearing, who learns that morning that she has not long to live. In opposi- 
tion to the genteel grandmother, the era of gallantry and courteous deceptions she re- 
presents, are her son and grandson who are brought up short by present day realities 
with the loss of their heavily mortgaged estate, which is to be claimed on this feast 
day. Incisive characterization, swift action in a pleasantly sentimental story by a 


new author. About $1.50 


Scotti-Berni, N. LA PROMESSA SPOSA DI PINOCCHIO Casa Ed. Marzocco 
"Pinocchto's Promised Wife" Firenze 
(J) The present cry havoc for Pinocchio makes this sequel, by Collodi's friend 


and collaborator, of sure interest to many. The story is based on a rough outline 

left by Collodi, and we meet Pinocchio again, now a real boy, his old friends and his 
future bride, the lovely doll Picchia. Like Pinocchio she also has to prove herself 
worthy of a human soul. Adults as well as children will want to read this follow-up, 


attractively illustrated in color, About $1.50 
Vergani, O. BASSO PROFUNDO Garzanti Ed. 
"Deep Bass" Milan 


Fifteen short stories or sketches,ail dealing with some phase of music, 
cleverly conceived and charmingly written, with wit and gentle caricature. About half 
of the stories deal with differenttypes of singing voices, the others are about musi- 
cal instruments and types of composition. Vergani's novel handling lends the book far 
wider interest than the subject might indicate at first glance. About $2.00 
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® RUSSIAN BOOKS 


Ketlinskajia, V. "BRAVERY" Gosizdat ~- Moscow 


Although propagandist, this novel telling the story of the Soviet's build- 
ing-up of the Far East, is both moving and significant. "A beautiful cooperation of 
doggedness ana dream" forms the theme of the book which shows how a group of young 
Russians set out to build a powerful defense city on the river Amour, and to educate 
the people along Soviet lines. Young, inexperienced but cocksure, they see their 
work through successfully despite many hardships - and many deaths. An interesting 
view of one phase of Soviet policy, glorified to be sure, but dramatic as one aspect 
of modern pioneering. About $1.50 


Kogusheva, 0O. "PACK OF WOLVES" Russian National Edit.- 
Berlin 


An autobiographical sketch, rather than a book, an account of oné woman's 
harrowing experiences under the Soviet regime. Hysterical, overwritten perhaps, yet 
nonetheless moving as a human record of suffering. She pictures everyday life in 
Russia, the lack of employment, lack of food, decline of all moral and ethical stan- 
dards, criminal indulgences of all sorts. A gruesome and depressing inside story, 
exaggerated no doubt, but dramatic reading. About $1.50 


e Mitrofanov, A. "IRINA GORBUNOVA" Gosizdat -— Moscow 


A novel, the story of a waif, Irina, who becomes a pupil at the Conservatory 
and then a composer. She marries a young engineer whose aristocratic bearing and 
cultured background arouses the resentment of his closest friend. This resentment is 
accentuated when the friend falls in love with Irina, and finally culminates in the 
murder of her husband. The purpose of the book is to show the twofold motivation of 
this crime, the material and ideological causes. An interesting if umimportant story, 
perhaps most significant in that it reveals the existence of "class hate" in the new 


Soviet generation. About $2.00 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: - Oe SG 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD ( 6 - 9 ) 
Du Bois, William Pene THE GREAT GEPPY Viking 
* I'm putting this under the "read aloud” heading because (a) it has tioo much 


story for a picture story book ciassification, and yet the pictures are enchanting and 

a vital part of the whole; (b) the vocabulary and the complexity of the story is too 
much for the child under ten to read to himself, unless he is fairly mature in his me- 
chanics of reading and his vocabulary. And yet the story, read aloud to a seven and 
eight and nine year old, is sure fire. Fantastic story of a red and white striped 
horse, a detective in his own right, sent to a circus on a problem of regular robbing 

of the safe. He has to pinch hit on all sides, as tight rope walker, as lion tamer, 
etc. and is pretty much of a flop until he takes the place of the human projectile, 

when he discovers himself endowed with the power of flight. A nonsense tale with a bit 
too complicated a story and not enough laughs for the young one to get alone, but should 


go, read aloud by a sympathetic adult. 22 pictures in color, 48 in black and white. 
(4/1) $2.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 
Knight, M. Forster MR. TITTLEWIT'S HOLIDAY Lippincott 
Nature story with personified animals, in the adventures of a city mouse, 


who goes to visit a country cousin, a vole. There is a rather unusual mouse-eye view 
of what goes on in the woods and meadows and a good deal of indirect factual material, 


but it is overlaid with the story. (5/15) $1.50 
de Angeli, Marguerite A SUMMER DAY WITH TED AND NINA Doubleday, Doran 
ad Another in a successful series of first readers. A realistic story, with an 


authentic note in the simple background of the happenings that might come to any small 
brother and sister who spent a day with a great-aunt on a country hillside farm. Vo- 
cabulary well gauged for seven and eight year olds, and enchanting pictures in color, 


by the author-artist. (5/24) $ .75 
STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Coatsworth, Elizabeth THE LITTLEST HOUSE Macmillan 


A Hingham story about a real little house, that was loanedto three chil- 
dren for a summer holiday. They were a bit too much for the serenity of the maiden aunt, 
and an understanding neighbor otfered the tiny house, just such a house as would fire 
the enthusiasm of any children. This is an episodic story, of the adventures in fur- 
nishing the house, and the things that happened. There is less plot, less building to 
a point than in most of her books. Illustrated by Marguerite Davis. $1.50 
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FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


Sechrist, Elizabeth Hough RED LETTER DAYS Macrae Smith 
A Book of Holiday Customs 


This should prove a very useful book, not only for reference on the part of 
boys and girls, but for teachers and parents. It is a’ more thorough coverage of holi- 
days than any other I know, in equal compass. The author traces not only the basis of 
the holidays of the world, but the national customs, traditions and observance. Should 
be on every school library reference shelf. (5/13) $2.00 


FIFTEEN AND UP -Fiction 
Hewes, Agnes Danforth THE IRON DOCTOR Houghton, Mifflin 


* First rate adventure story of an American boy who takes up diving as a pro- 
fession, spurred on by the slender knowledge of his dead father'scareer. The work on 
the San Francisco-Oakland bridge gives a modern note in a story that has romance with 
the best of the days of old. A many faceted story, which you can sell as good adven- 
ture and good vocational material as well. Illustrated. (8/?) $2.00 


Skidmore, Hubert HILL DOCTOR Doubleday, Doran 


This is a sequel to River Rising, and to my way of thinking, not so good a 
story. Perhaps it is because, once the aim of his work is achieved, and York Allen is 
a doctor, the story of his budding career resolves itself into a succession of more or 
less prediktable and similar conflicts with the superstition and jealousy and suspic- 
ions of the mountain people to whom he brought his gifts. He wins out, but itis atough 
battle. Illustrated by Benton Spruance. (7/12) $2.00 


REPRINT ( 15 and up ) 
Challis, George THE GOLDEN «NIGHT Greystone 


* This was published as an adult book in 1937, and is now reissued with illus- 
trations by Steele Savage, as a book for older boys and girls. The familiar legend 

of Richard Coeur de Lion and the minstrel Blindel is the springboard for an absorbing 
romance, a tale woven with wit and humor. It tells of the king taking the semblance 
of a plain man, earning his bread as turnspit at an inn. But when his boss capital- 
izes his prowess, his disguise is useless, his identity is revealed, and he is seized 
and imprisoned, to be released through Blendel's efforts. Good entertainment in the 
old Farnol-Hewlitt school. Sprightly dialosue, occasional burlesque, an original yarn, 
(5/2) $2.00 


BOOKS FOR USE BY TEACHERS AND PARENTS 
Hohman, Leslie B. AS THE TWIG IS BENT Macmillan 


A level-headed constructive book in the parent-children field. Dr. Hohman 
takes a staMmidway between the reactionary and the progressive; he discusses types 
of discipline, causes and cures of bad habits, specific maladjustments, handling of 
sexual problems, etc. Based on concrete experiences, with an approach that seems 
ideal, neither rigia nor oversentimental. Dr. Hohman is a teacher and a psychiatrist 


at John Hopkins. (Reported in adult section, March 15 ~ for April 2 publication) 
$2.50 
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Sumner, Clarence Wesley THE BIRTHRIGHT OF BABYHOOD Whitman 


Rather sentimentalized approach to training for a reading background, from 
the first hummed and sung songs and jingles, on to individual reading. Half the book 


is lists, which are better than the text matter. For those who need it and can afford 


only $1.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Won-fictton 
Holbrook, Stewart H. ETHAN ALLEN Macmillan 


A lusty tale, so don't give it to immature youths, but for those who are 
ready to have some halos tarnished, it is a good biography of the hero of Vermont, 
who is here given flesh and blood reality. He is shown as a swashbuckling, profane, 
courageous and honest individualist, one of the most dramatic and picturesque figures 
of the American Revolution. Here is history, biography and legend welded into one. 
(Reperted in full in adult section, March 15th, page 137). (5/7) $2.50 


Hoving, Walter YOUR CAREER IN BUSINESS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


The president of one of New York's finest department store discusses in- 
formally, and in a very personal way, the problems encountered by executives. This is 
not a book on how to be successful, but it is full of common sense facts about some of 
the methods that wiil help readers to find their own place in the business world. How 
to go about looking for a job, how to prepare onesself, how to study for the job ahead. 
(Reported in full in the adult section, March 15th, page 135) (4/19) $2.00 


Hunt, Frazier THE LONG TRAIL FROM TEXAS Doubleday, Doran 
The Story of Ad Spaugh, Cattleman 


Ad Spaugh came from an Indiana pioneer family, he spent his childhood ina 
sod hut, and at 14 became a cattle driver. He rode herd over almost all the famous 
cattle trails, and this is the story of life on the trail, with all the routine de- 
tail, the adventure, the people of the old West and the round of the life. Early 


Texas ~— Wyoming - the Chisholm Trail etc. (Reported in full, March 15th, page 139) 
(5/24) $2.50 


MacNeil, Neil WITHOUT FEAR OR FAVOR Harcourt, Brace 


The assistant managing editor of the New York Times tells the inside story 
of how a big newspaper is gotten out, and he makes his story grand reading. An ideal 
book for the boy who is considering journalism as a career, for he shows the mechanics 
of securing news, of preparing copy, of putting it into shape and of getting it into 
the hands of the public in record time. He gives the functions of the department heads, 
the coordination and balancing of material, the problems of censorship, of checking for 
accuracy, forestalling legal trouble, etc. Good reading. (For full report, see March 
15th issue, page 134). (Published) $3.00 


Morse, Frank P. CAVALCADE OF THE RAILS Dutton 


Railroads on Parade in book form, or so it seems to one who saw the exhibit 
at the New York World's Fair. Breezy, informal, easy reading, the history of rail- 
roading in America, from the first train to the stream-lined monsters. There is a 
good deal about the men who made the railroads. Illustrated with photographs. (For 
full report see the March 15th issue, page 137) (4/23) $3.75 





